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Mica’s Question, * What,is truth?” An- | 
swered. 

This question of Pilate to. our Saviour, 

what ts truth? (John xviii. 38,) was pro-/ 

pounded (as is generally supposed) not as 


a subject, which Pilate expected or even | 


desired Christ to explain to him at that 
time : but it was rather a_ rebuke or re- 
proof; as if he had said, what have we to 
do with truth at this time any farther than | 
that, which respects your innocence or 
guilt. Notwithstanding, the question is 
very important and opens to our view a very 
spacious and interesting field for investiga- 
tion. 
WHAT IS TRUTH ? 

Ans. Truth is plentifully declaring the 
thing asit is. The subject may be ‘good 
orevil ; it may be ofthe Deity or his crea- 
tures ; of his or their works: It may re- 
spect the divine intention or purposes: It 
may respect what now exists and whatever 
will exist. To declare any of these subjects 
as they are, istruth. All troth will, na- 
turally, comprehend all these subjects ; 
hence truth, though, of the singular num- 
ber, contains a complex idea. It may be 
queried whether truth consists inthe thing 
or subject, or in the declaration thereof — 
I think that any subject may exist, yet if no 
information is ever given of it, it would be 
improper to say that truth or falsehood was 
attached to it. Ifthis be correct, it will 


declaration of the subject. 
Three things pertain to truth. 


I. The existence of the subject or thing. 

II. The declaration of the subject or 
ihing. 

lif. The agreement of the declaration 
with the subject or thing. 

I, The existence of the subject or thing 
ifno subject or thing existed, there could 
be no truth declared 3 all that could be said 
as truth would be to say, nothing. Hence, 
in order that we may speak truth, some 
subject or thing must exist as the matter, 
concerning which truth inspeaking may be 
ascertained. 

Hence geod and evil must exist or no 
truth can be spoken with respect to them ; 


" i , fas it is. 
follow that truth is to be looked for in the {°° ‘ 


so if there be no God, no truth can be spo- 
| ken on that subject ; if God do not exist no 
truth can he spoken of him. If nothing 
row exists and there will never be aty ex- 
istence, then no truth on any such subjects 
can be ‘spoken. Thus it is evident that in 
| speaking truth, some subject or thing must 
i necessarily exist, o: truth cannot be spoken. 

li. Trath comprehe nds the declaration 
of the subject or thing. If many subjects 
and things exist, and nothing be said re- 


. Specting them, or no declaration be made 3 


then in regard to those subjects or things, 
no truth exists. ‘Phus although God exists, 
yet could we suppose that there was no dec- 
laration respecting God or his existence, in 
that case there would be no truth: the ex- 
istence of the Deity is independent of any 
declaration respecting him ; yet truth or 
falsehood respecting the deity are depend- 
ent on some declaration. This is the * ASC, 
likewise, with all other subjects and things : 
They may exist, but truth, respecting them, 
depends on ueclaration ‘This leads me to 
the third particular. 
fii. That truth depends on the agrees 
ment of the declaration with the subject or 
thing. Any person may see, that the dec- 


laration of a subject different from the sub-” 


ject wouid be falsehood ; and as truth is the 
opposite of falsehood, it follows that treth 
is spoken when the declaration agrees with 
the subject, or when the thing is declared 
We are now entering upon a 
theme of the greatest importance to our in- 
dividual peace, and that of society in gener- 
al. ‘ Let every ove speak truth to his 
neighbor,” is highly important. But this 
must be our attention under our remarks. 
We proceed, then, to shew that thee 
are declarations respecting the deity.whi h 
may be termed general and particular.— 
General declarations of God respect main- 
ly. his existence. Every person, «bo says 
that there is a God undoubtedly speaks 
truth, but itis a general declaration, and 
in this all nations speak truth, because all 
acknowledge the same. The heathen 
world are as established in this idea and as 
ready to declare it as is the christian world, 
and in this general sense equally declare the 





truth. Thus. “ the invisible things of him 
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from the creation of the world, are clearly; not see that God, as the subject of our par 
seen.” ticular declaration, possesses and exirets 
; Thus if God exist, and this existence be] all these perfections ? . 
xe ae declared ; truth will be manifested in the} Now, if God be unchangeable, impartial 
io declaration by whomsoever it is made,| and boundless in wisdom, power and pata 
xt whether Jew, pagan or christian, ness, and this be proved from the works of 
Thus much for the general declaration of | God and his revelation to man ; it will be 
P truth respecting the deity. easy to see what declarations of man (res. 
a Now although all men are agreed in the| necting God) are truc, and the contrar 
One oe general declaration of a supreme Being ; y 
os yet in the particular notions of the Deity, 
oe x. men make declarations as different as their 
| ideas: the consequence is, that declara- 
tions made from mistaken notions will be 
as far from truth as the ideas themselves.— 
It will be necessary to inquire what the 
particular idea of the divine character may 
be, or what are his attributes or perfections, 
and then we can fairly judge what declara- 
tions are and what are not agreeable to the 
subject. Many have represented God as 
changeable, partial, implacable, unmerciful, 
&e. 
Now we grant that if God as the subject 
of our inquiry be changeable, partial, im- 
placable, &c. then those representations,by 
which God is declared to be changeable,&c. 
are true, because they agree with the sub- ; ‘ 
ject ; butifsuch declarations of God can The declaration, that God is so far unde- 
wah be made, and yet it can be maintained thai termined with respect to man’s bliss, as that 
aes God is unchangeable, impartial and infinit: he has left all to his own free will, and that 
and unbounded in mercy and goodness; then his sa'vation depends on conditions by him 
it will follow that such declarations are false, be performed, does not agree with the 
Lae cy because they agree not with the subject.— subject, because this would limit not only 
Ea What then, is the true character of God, goodness, but likewise wisdom and power. 
welt and how is this character proved? Ans i even go farther than this and say, that as 
The true character of God is that of an in-| ™9 is helpless in himself, and is not  sufli- 
i a finitely wise, powerful and good being, who cient of himself, but as all his sufficiency is 
is unchangeable and cannot alter. ‘This is of God; that, therefore, sucha declaration 
proved from the declaration of his works, would argue that there were neither wisdom, 
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The declaration that God has elecieg 
some to everlasting life, and passed by ang 
reprobated others to endless misery, does 
not agree with the subject ; consequent|y 
is not true. The subject here as God, in. 
finite in goodness, wisdom and power. E. 
lection and reprobation, ss a declaration 
respecting Ged, does not agree with God 
the subject, because they limit one or othe 
ofthese perfections. It is easy for any one 
to see, that the election of some only toeter- 
nal life, limits the goodness of God ; and] 
cannot say thatthe reprobation of others 
misery does not destroy his goodness.— 
Hence sucha declaration does not agree with 
the subject. This may suffice as a brie 
argument to overthrow the Calvinistic 8Y/S- 
tem. 





~— te 


3 
a. 


Pi. anit of bis word or reveletion. goodness or power in the Deity, or that he : 
RY; The books of creation and scripture de- did not exercise either. ‘Thus such a dec- 
Pe clare the unchangeableness, the wisdom, laration does not agree with the subject, it 

ae power and goodness of God, and that, in all does not declare the thing as it is, and con- 

EES | these perfections he is infinite. Who can sequently is erroneous. 
We hs contemplate the creation, the heavens, and The declaration, that God needed to be ' 
7 the earth, and not be convinced that wis-| appeased towards sinners and that this was 
ae dom unsearchable, power incomprchensi-| the errend of Christ into the world, agrees | 





oe ble and goodness passing all finite under-| not with the subject of God’s unbounded 
f standing belong to the supreme Being, the goodness, and consequently is not a decla- 
aah creator of heavea and earth? His govern- ration of truth. No consideration, not even 
ment of the worlds which he has made is! the death of Christ, ever had any effect on 

: an equal exhibition of the sound perfections, the infinite, unchangeable love of God to- 
Bot even wisdom, power and goodness. But wards man, which love ever did and eve! 
ches who can understand his works of grace, | willexist. Ifwekeep in view the subject 
wherein God has abounded towards us inj that God is love, infinite unchangeable 

4 all ways of wisdom and prudence, and have love ; what agreement can there be betweed 
beset a view of the exceeding greatness of his sucha subject and the dectaration that 
power and goodness in mai’s salvation, (all Christ, by his sufferings and death, procur- 

which is declared in the Scriptures) and ed that leve ! Thus in thie case the dec- 























taration of a great part of the christian 
world agrees not with the subject. 

The declaration, that God loves some of 
mankind and hates others, agrees not with 
the subject of God’ unbounded love: con- 
sequently is not truth. When I speak of 
Jove in this case, I mean taat love by which 
God designs the endless felicity of mankind, 
of all mankind. “Hence such a love caa- 
nut consist with hatred, i. e. with a design 
for the endless misery of any. It is said 
that God loved Jacob and hated Esau. 

But what was the love in the one case, 
and hatred in the other? It was not a design 
for the endless salvation of Jacob and the 
endless damnation of Esau, for then he 
could not have pronounced the same bless- 
ing on Esau, which he did on Jacob. We 
fiad that the blessings were the same, and 
these blessings pertained to temporal and 
spiritual good things in this life. They were 
siven first to Jacob, because he had, by 
iraud,; obtained that blessing from Isaac, 
which, accerding to primogeniture, belong- 
ed first toEsau. Whoever will take pains 
to read the account (in Gen. xxvii. 28, &c.) 
will find that the dew, (which signifies spir- 
itual blessings or privileges) was first giv- 
ento Jacob with the fatness of the earth, 
&c. But the fatness of the earth, &c. and 
the dew to Esau last. Thus Jacob’s pos- 
terity enjoyed the spiritual privileges ofthe 
law typifying the gospel, first, whife Esau, 
during the continuance of the law privileges 
to Jacob, was rejected. Thus Jacob was 
loved and Esau hated. But the dew of Ja- 
cob was taken away at the commencement 
of the gospel dispensation, and given to 
Esau, or the gentiles, with far more and 
creater blessings. ‘Thus God hated Jacob 
nthe same sense that he did Esau, when 
his descendants were broxen off for unbe- 
ief at the commencement of the gospel dis- 
pensation: Yet, “ all Israel will be 
saved.” Hence I conclude that the decla- 
ration of God’s hatred to some and love to 
others (meaning his design for the endless 
misery of some and endless felicity of oth- 
rs) agrees not with the subject, consequent- 
Vis not true. 

The truth or falsehood of man’s decla- 
ration (in this case) is built mediately upon 
previous declaration. Thus the heavens 
leclare the being and perfections of God, 
is goodness, wisdom and power 3 our ex- 
perience decrees the same ; the scriptures 
igree with both in the same thing ; hence 
the declaration of man with respect to the 
eing and perfections of the deity are found- 
don previous declarations both from the 
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works and word of God. “ No man hath 
seen God at any time,” consequently can 
have no intuitive knowledge of him, on 
which to found any declaration ; but the 


invisible things of him (i. e. perfections of 


God) from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things 
which are made, even his eternal power and 
godhead, so that they are (may be) with- 
out excuse. Rom.i.20. Thus the subject 
of our declarations in regard to the Deity 
are his works, our experience and the scrip- 
tures: without these (on the supposition 
that we could have an existence) still we 
could have no knowledge of God, on which 
to found any declaration.—Epironr. 
(Concluded next week.) 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Sin,—I_ have the honor of being ac- 
quainted with a very learned and zealous 
Calvinistic preacher, who is not only mak- 
ing great exertions to produce or git up 
what iscommonly called a religious revi- 
val, but to supppress a belief that has 
become very general in this part of our 
Saviour’s moral vineyard, that ‘God is 
good unto all, and that his tender mercies 
are over all his works,” that “ God is no 
respecter of persons,” that “ he is a just 
God and a Saviour,” that God will have all 
men to be saved and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth,” that “he will finish 
sin, make an end of transgression and 
bring in everlasting righteousness,” by 
* destroying the devil and his works.”— 
But the success of this celebrated divine 
may be doubted, as there is a spirit of en- 
quiry abroad in the earth which is believed 


to be of God and not of man, the operation . 


and influence of which will, in my humble 
opinion, redound to the honor and glory of 
God, the destruction of bigotry, superstition 
and priest craft, and reveal tothe under- 
standing of man the impartial and unbound- 
ed love and goodness of that God, whose 
will is the salvation of all men from sin and 
all its consequences. A reformation ia 
the place where this gentleman resides is 
much to be desired. ‘But that kind of reli- 
gious fanatacism, falsely denominated reli- 
gious revival, which has been too prevalent 
in many parts of our country is much to be 
dreaded. And notwitistanding this much 
applauded preacher firmly believes in the 
doctrine of particular election and reproba- 
tion, and that “ God from all eternity did, 
by the most wise and holy counci: of his 
own free will, freely ordain whatsoever 





comes to pass. He tells his hearers thag 
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salvation is freely offered to all me 


warded, after 


fear and trembling. And to cap the cli-| 


max, this zealous preacher of “the letter | manifestation of his glory, some men and 

which killeth instead of the spirit which | angels are predestinated unto everlasting 

giveth lit,” calls upon bis attentive and life, and others fore ord: 
death 


admiring audience to be vigilent in order 
to mak: their calling and election sure.— 
Reader bow absurd and inconsistent such 
prese ‘og /ppeas when compared with 


5 . 
the P esbytecion confession or articles of 
fait: Is it possible for one af Gods elect 
to conduct in soch a manuer as to defeat 


th: g eat Eternal’s firm and unalterable de- 
erees are God’s elect and chosen few. 
which the. Calvinists preach and talk 
so much about, in danger of endless 
damnation. Can the feeble exertions of a 
finite being in the least degree effect the 
purposes and desiens of Jehovah ? Can he 
mk» his election more sure than it was 
made by God “ before the foundation of the 
world was laid 7? Impious thonght! Why 
do Calvinistic preachers thus impose upon 
the good sense of their hearers, or their ere- 
dulity, as the case may be. Ought they 
notin the fear of Jehovah, tell their hearers 
inorder to be consistent, that the elect will 
be eternaily saved, however exceptionable 
their conduct may be in this life, and that 
their * number is so definite that it cannot 
be increased or diminished,” and that God 
has made no provision for the salvation of 
the non-elect, that notwithstanding they an- 
swer the very end which God had in) view 
or intended before he gave them their exis- 
tence, their eternal damnation was sealed 
aud registered in the unpoluted cabinet- 
council of aeaven. As this, the belief of 
Calvinists in general, and to which ia sub- 
stance they are called upon to subscribe. — 
Kind reader, should you murder your neigh- 


n, that | ovder that the reader may still heve a more 
man is a free avent, that all men will be re- ‘clear and distinct knowledge that the Cal. 
the day of judgment, accord- Vinistic doctrine as generally promulgated 
ing tu the deeds done in the body, whether from the pulpit, has ao relative connection 
thev he vood or whether they be evil. He with their articles offaith. I will here take 
calls upon his numerous congregation to be the liberty of transcribing two articles which 
up and doing, while God is waiting to be are to be found in that once celebrated 
gravious to work oat their salvation with “say brook platform.” 


destinated and fore ordained, are particular. 
ly and unchangeably designed, and thei: 
nomber is so certain and definite, that jt 
cannot be either increased or diminished.” 
Reader if you are a Calvinist, divest 5 vu. 
self of prejudice, and compare your artic\+s 
of faith with the word of God and man’s 
free agency. And may that God who has 
purposed in himself, * that in the dispens:- 
tion ef the fulness of times, to gather togeth- 
er in (or rehead) all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in him,” give you understanding 
and enable you to discern between trutl 
and error. 


Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, 


° a2 © . «li 
quite sufficient to show the wicked absurd 
ty of the Calvinists account of the covenai', 





bor, wife, or the little pledge of your affec- 


tion, would you attempt to justify yourself’ 
by saying that as * God from all eternity | 


did by the most wise and holy council of 
his own tree will, freely ane urchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass, there- 
fore, L could not avoid committing this hor- 
rid act’ Reader, | risk nothing in’ saying, 
that you would not thus attempt a justifi 
cation, and we have reason to bless the God 
of all grace, that the conduct of Calvinists 


in general is far better than their creed. Inj possessions unalienably upon their poste! 
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Art. 3. By the decree of God, for the 


ained to everlastine 


Ait. 4. These angels and men, thas pre- 


TITUS. 
Erie, Oct. 28. 1824. 
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attributed to God, for the foundation 9 
His Covenant with Christ, relative to 
the Atonement for sin, and man’s re- 
demption. from it, examined, and proved 


to be Unjust. 
(Continued from page 324.) 
Although we have adduced testimon) 


we conceive it to be proper to explaix jo 
the benefit of the untutored mind, the Sctlp- 
ture phraseology more fully. 

here is no subject better iilustrates by 
common acts and figures, than the crip 
ture signification of the term covenant. * 
reference to Jere. xxxi. and Heb. viii. 
be sufficient to show, that ¢o covenants 
testamentary manifestations of Gods po 
pose toward man, His offspring, have yes 
used as the means by which the Great Path 
er will justify his ways to his creatures Phe 
illustration we allude to, is fornd inthe 
tamentary bequests of those, who settle thet 
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ty. The last will and testament of a man, | 
is final; his demise proving the fact, and | 
rendering his will unchangeable. This 
will or covenant, is of grace or favor, an 
expression of the affection of the testator. 
Tiere may have existed a first covenant or 
testament, and before the death of the tes- 
tater, this first testament was of works 5 so 
much so, that every section and codicil was 
wiitten with a reference to the merits of the 
parties. his will may be set aside, a_ se- 
coud made, andthe death of the father. se- 
cures to his heirs his possessions. The first 
covenant, the law, the people broke.  Al- 
though God was a Father unto them, they 
did not know it. This law, or covenant, 
was a shadow, and but feebly expressed the 
purpose of God, God’s purpose is to make 
man perfect. But “the law made nothing 
perfect.” Then Christ is given “a cove- 
nant of the people, a light ofthe Gentiles ” 
Vhe contrast between the first and second 
covenants, is as fight and shade. <A shad- 
ow obscures, and light dissipates the gloom. 
Therefore, Christis spoken of as a Light to 
enlighten the Gentiles ; who are represent- 
ed as sitting in darkness, and seeinga great 
Light when Christ is made manifest. ‘Thus 
the second covenant is the expression of 
God’s will towards his offspring. The great 
light shines, and man beholds the counte- 
nance of his Father, God! How beautiful 
are the figures ! Christ, the great light, is 
given to those who sit ip darkness ! \t is 
declared of those who are in darkness, that 
they know not whither they go. But when 
the Light shines, the scales fall from their 
eyes ; their eyes are opened, they are no 
longer in prison, but know, that they go to 
their Father’s house, where there are many 
mansions. 

In addition to the considerations which a- 
rise from a consideration of the nature of 
Christ. the covenant, or testamentary be- 
quest of the great Father of mankind, is 
that of the certainty of its extent. Those 
who are to be blessed by participating in 
the cracious gift of God, are the blind, 
those that sit in darkness, and the prisoner. 
And it is evident that aff men are thus 
characterised, from the phraseology of the 
inspired writer, whom God uses to promul- 
gate His decree ; (Psalm ii.) saying, “ the 
heathen, the uttermost parts of the earth” 
are Christ’s inheritance and possession.— 
It is lamentable that men can be found, 
who, Jacob-like, will He to their father ; 


and, worse than Jacob did, strive to defraud | 
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And others who go up and down in the 
world, Devil-like, devouring the hopes of 
mankind, and trying to persuade them that 
God is not their Father; and, also, that he 
has not given Christ, nor will give him, the 
light of men. But perfi.liously or ignorant- 
ly asserting, that instead of their sins being 
forgiven them, asthe covenant declares, and 
blotted out, and remembered no more, they 
shall be held accountable for them in ano- 
ther world, and be punished for ever. 

Reader, do you belong to the heathen ; 
the uttermost parts of the earth? Then God’s 
decree includes you in the inheritance and 
and possessiun of his Son. Are you blind? 
Then your eyes shall be opened. Do you 
sit in darkness ? The light shall enligiten 
you. Are youin prison? The Deliverer 
s come, and the doors of the prison shall o- 
pen before Him. We entreat you, no bons 
ger to listen tothe lies of the adversary ; 
no longer to give heed to the seductions of 
the “‘ accuser of the brethren.” Remem- 
ber the declaration of the servant of Christ, 
** Now, we brethren, as Isaac was, aie the 
children of promise. Butas then he tisat 
was born after the flesh, persecuted him af- 
ter the Spirit, even so now.” It is the pe- 
culiar characteristic of the flesh, (the right- 
eous in their own estimation according to 
the shadow,) to persecute. It is the inva- 
riable sign of all those who are heirs accord- 
ing to the promise of God, and are of the 
Spirit, to breathe peace to all, to throw 
down the weapons of a cruel and unmerci- 
ful warfare. Like God, in this respect, 
who “ loved the world, [all men,] and gave 
his only begotten Son,” they extend their 
love to all, and include the “heathen, the 
uttermost parts of the earth,” in the prom- 
ise of the Divine blessing. 

There is an absurdity connected with the 
Calvinists doctrine of election and reproba- 
tion, predicated on the decree of God, which 
may justly be characterized as wicked.— 
It is this: It is pretended thata certain part 
of mankind, the non-elect, are irrevocably 
consigned to interminable misery 3 and wil! 
continue, through an endless duration, ene- 
mies to God, and violaters of the law. The 
decree of God will make this certain. This 
abominable premise has this conclusion, 
that God’s decree ensures and perpetuates 
the violation of his own law! Then God 
never intended nor desired that the non- 
elect should keep His law ; by loving Him, 





their Creator, and their fellows or neigh- 
bor. We cannot conceive of an honest 


their brethren of their birthright, without man who is in possession of 1eason, who 


giving them so much as a mese of pottage! |can possibly tolerate this wicked doctrine. 
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We are strangers to any way in which the | Reader, if you have a conscience void of 
law of God can be fulfilled, short of every | offence toward God, and toward man, what 
man loving his Creator with all his heart,} will be your answer ? 
&c. and his neighbor as himself. (TO BE CONTINUED. ) 
God’s covenant, or will, be it what it may 
must be considered in relation to his decrees. A SOLEMN MONITION. 
For it cannot be supposed that God’s de- [il habits gather by unseen degrees ; 
crees are opposed to his will. How proper | As brooks run rivers, rivers swell to seas.” 
then, in this stage of the inquiry, is the Dryden. 
question, What is the will of God? Paul| Upon the face of our couutry, in most o- 
answers this question, in his first epistle to| ther respects so free and happy, there are 
Timothy, by affirming that * God will have | two Plugue.spots, ofawin! magnitude, and 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the} of mortal aspect: the one is the involunta- 
knowledge of the truth.” Now, is it not| ry slavery of so large a portion of its popu- 
outrageously perversive of reason and com-| lation; and the other, the voluntary and 
mon sense, to declare that “ God will have | chosen slavery of numberless multitudes, to 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the} the all destroving power of strong drink.— 
knowledge of the truth,” when the truth | How wide is this deadly evil spread ! How 
that they come to the knowledge of, is that}immensely numerous, how  deplorably 
nine out of the ten ofall -the human race,| wretched, are its victims ! 
shall never be saved; and that God’s will} Among this vast group of miserables, are 
and decree consigns them to interminable |to be found many, of opulent pareutage ; 
damnation!!! No hypothesis which the} many, who did once inherit wealth them- 
mind of man can conceive, can contradict | selves ; many, who once were respectable 
the Scriptures in a more palpable manner | and respected ; many, who were once dis- 
than the system of Calvin. tinguished for industry, economy and thrift; 
, We appeal to the conscience of the rea-| many, who once were bright in intellect and 
der, and ask, If it isthe will of God, that} possessed ef amiable qualities of heart: ma- 
all men shall be saved, and come to the| ny that once had a delicate sense of honor 
knowledge of the truth, can any man bejand nobleness of sentiment; many, who 
saved but by coming to the knowledge of] once had felt, and deeply felt the endearing 
the druth? When a mancomes to the know-| ties of relatienship—whose company had 
ledge of the truth, must he not come to the} given daily delight to parents, brothers, sis- 
knowledge of ¢his truth, that God will have | ters, wives and children ; many, who had 
all men to be saved ? Uf it is true that this is | been the hope and pride of their kindred, 
God’s will, can a man come to the ‘now-; the ornaments of society—till the cup of a- 
ledge of the truth, unless he comes to this | bomination poisoned them, soul and body. 
knowledge ? These propositions are so| Now, they are as lazy as poor; now, 
plain, that he who rnns may read. It re-| their once comely visages are changed to 
quires acriminal degree of opposition to | disgusting and hideous ; now, their bodies 
reason and common sense, to reject such | are debilitated and corrupted; now, every 
self-evident premises’and conclusions ! fine and noble feeling is utterly extinguish- 
We now request the reader to consider | ed, and all sense of honor and shame gone 
God’s will in relation to His decrees, and} and lost; now, brutal ferociousness suc- 
to avoid the tremenduous error which Cal- | ceeds to the former suavity of temper; now 
vinists have cherished. God’s decree gives | natural affections themselves are extinct ; 
to Christ, *¢ the heathen, the uttermost parts | now, the aged. and wo-struck parent is wan- 
of the earth.” God's will is, that all men | tonly insulted or shamefully neglected or 
shall be saved, &c. What is the relation | disregarded ; now, the estimable, the once: 
in the phraseglogy of the two passages,! so dearly beloved wife, is assailed with op- 
which speak off God’s decree and God’s  probious language and wourding blows ; 
will ? Are notel/ men included in the heath- | now, both wife and children are forsaken, 
en and the uttermost parts of the earth ?—-;—or even worse,—are made to endure, 
Are not the heathen and theuttermost parts day and night, the brutality of a drunken 
of the earth, all men ? Has not God decreed | husband and father, who, instead of sup- 
to give Christ, for an inheritance, and a_ porting them, is become their fiendlike tor- 
possession, the all men whom he wills to; mentor. 
save? Has not God willed to save the| This picture, so far from overcharged ot 
heathen, and the uttermost parts of the earth, | aggravated, is but a faint copy of the ghast- 
~vhom in His decree He has given to Christ? | liness of the original. 
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See the pit !ying before you. It is nak- 
ed; it hath no covering, one step further, 
and you are forever lost. While it is yet 
in your power, dash from your lips the cup 
of intem)erance. 


‘‘ For in the wreath that decks the flowing 
bow], 

Fell adders hiss, and poisoned serpents 
roll.” 


CAREY MISSION. 


The Parson C. Marten, of Ohio, has been 
employed in Kentucky, since the first of 
January, in making collections for this mis- 
sion, located at St. Joseph’s in Michigan.— 
In January, he started a flock of 120 sheep, 
which arrived at fort Wayne in February ; 
in May, he sent on 212 head of cattle ; he 
has collected some money, and obtained 
subscriptions to a considerable amount ; he 
has also sent on 6 boxes of clothing ; and 
in autumn intends to drive on a herd of 
several hundred swine. The whole amount 
of his collections, from January to June, is 
valued at about 4,000 dollars ; and he is 
still engaged in the benevolent work.  Itis 
pleasant to see these successful efforts in be 
half of Indian missions, maygre all opposi- 
tion. Chris. Repos. 


[* Successful efforts.’ The only suc- 
cess to be seen, in this case, is in obtaining 
money and boxes of clothing, and in collec 
ting flocks of sheep, droves of cattle, and 
herds of swine. We are told he is still en- 
gaged in the “ benevolent work.” ]—Phil. 
Ref. 


‘Extract from the Diary of Mr. Sutton, 


Baptist Missionary at Moorshedcbad, 
India. 


Jan. 8. Several Hindoos were inquiring 
ef me to-day how they could forsake sin ; 
for, said they, we are all directed by fate, 
every thing is decreed, whether sin or holi- 
bess.” 

These Hindoos appear to be quite ortho- 
dox—See Articles of Faith of the Baptists 
and Presbyterians. 


Question. ‘What are the decrees of 
God ?” 


Answer given. “ The decrees of God 
are his eternal purpose according to the 
counsel of his own will, whereby, for his- 
own glory he hath ordained whatsoever 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
THREE VIEWS OF GOD'S PLAN IN CREATION. 


[py REQUEST. | 


FIRST—CALVINISM. 
Vengeance and love awake ! and bring to birth 
Hopeful and hopeless millions from the earth ; 
Let keen immorta! power’s their souls possess. 
Suited to happiness, or long distress. 


To praise my glory, let the first be giv’n, 
Never to hope aright, for joys ia Heaven, 
But sink to endless woe ! and fix their fate 
As chungeless, and as lasting, as ‘tis great. 


This justice does require—and what remain, 
Let misery share and shun eternal pain ; 
Let all, alike to sin, subjected be, 

The mean of future bliss and misery. 


Thoxe whom I made to love, I call my sheep ; 
And must, from final loss securely keen ; 

The rest ure goats, and tares, and satan’s sons, 
Although | made them like my lovely ones. 


Now go, ny son—with satan share the spoil, 

And on my chosencast a heavenly smile ; 

though great their sins and sorrows, love them stilt, 
Aud save, and bring them to my holy hill. 


But most of all my works, our foe must share. 
fo tempt, delud+, and lead to long despair ; 
Lead such no aid, nor luok with pity’s eye ; 
Leave them to satan and they all willdie. 


(each all to love their neighbour’s whom I made, 
‘To wrath and hatred for eternal shade ; 

To such their good whose ruin I design, 

To pray for goats and tares, which are not mine. 


Lo! row I give the charge : andepow’r I give ; 
Do all wy will—and bring a tew to live. 

isut bid reluctant rature on to turn, 

Till men, most of them, fitted are toburn, 


When all is done, the saints will praise me well, 
To see these hated objects burn in hell, 

Aud burn they must, degrees beyoud account, 
Eise mar’d will be the praise of Zion’s mount, 


The Father spoke the sun eclips’d, appear'd: 
Night‘s empire fell, in part but chiefly rear’d ; 
The seraph’s dropt their wings, and silently, 
Lay the shrill harp, that used to sound so high. 


Two kings around, if subjects monarchs make, 
And both their sep'rate jurisdictions take ; 
Christ hath in part, his F™ther‘s works restor'd, 
And o’er them reigns, deliverer, king and Lord. 


Satan quite different from his fears before, 

But as le wish’d, is troubl’d now no more ; 

fle fear’d destruction—but he lives and reigns 

O’er more then Christ, yand will while God re- 
mains. 


SECOND—ARMENIANISM. 


Power divine, awake! and from the earth, 
Let doubtful millions usher in‘o birth ; 
With keen immortal powers, suited to dwe!! 





comes to pass.”—J6. 


‘Tn Heaven above, erin eternal ke!!. 
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Suspend events, all thought beyond, so vast ; 
On mans volition, while his hour shall last * 
Permit a tempter, crue!, strong, who mays, 
Who suvely will celude their souls asiray. 





When wrapt in dark, and deathles- veils of sin, 
Entailed propensity and weak within, 
Provide a Saviour—rather offer send 

Ot iite eternal, and assistance lend. 


From manv ages all their hope conceal, 
To num'rous others, guspel truth reveal, 
Atsixty fears let some repent of sin, 

Others destroy the day thev first begin, 


When bound in bell, induce n@Me to restore, 
Woether for miilions sins, or three or four ; 

Bur fix their fate, and make them strong to bear 
My wrath divine, in ruinless despair. 


As many years let floods o! torrents rise, 

As iwinkling stars that speck the gloomy skies ; 
Or dust of earth, or particles of light, 

‘The distant eud stiil fleeing far from sigiit. 


As many more increase the fire of hell, 

As all of these, when multiplied can tell ; 
When numbers faint and fancy fails to run, 
Then iet eternal woe be BUT BEGUN. 


Ta view of these, place all the happy race, 

Who by a work or two, had shun’d the place ; 

But let no bowels yearn—no falling tear 

From Christ, though once he bled, nor saint appear. 


To make the mother while her child shall ery, 

Ta useles- wailings, but for leave to die, 

Adore my justice, banish from her far 

Nat'rai affection, and ail tender care. 

Tho’ such brute beast in scripture language are. 


The Father spake the Son obedient went, 
Offer’d his grace, but men would not repent, 

A few acherr’d, and wish‘d to share the crown ; 
But most to satan‘s seat was sentenc‘d down, 


The angels rose, but could not fairly sean, 
Whether tosing to God, to Chriit, or man; 
The Ivre was useless and lay silent by, 
While constant jarrings sound, tis you or I. 


THIRD—UNIVERSALISM. 
Awake! eternal love, and from the earth 
Let hopeful millions u-her into tirth, 
Their image give, and fit them all to raise, 
Unborn did paeans to their Makers praise. 


To make my glory mure conspicuous shine, 
And man more happy in my praise divine : 
A plan divise which will my grace reveal, 
Tn saving souls from mistry, death and hell. 


~The bitter cup in man‘s volition place, 
The sure insolvency of all his race ; 
Thus all to vanity subject. but still 
Preserve in hope, this is my holy will. 


When all is lost, an: in their nature dead, 
By union with their first, and fecera! bead ; 
Reveal thyself thattotheir neice jointd, 
Frernal life may flow to all mankind 
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Le: by degree-, the day and night divide, 

To teach ibe world their darkness, shame and pride, 
Pier provigal free wili—and what would be, 

If ieft to self, their finai destiny. 


Bur yet be near my Son, when foes invade, 
Lest some one‘s spirit fril wich Li ve made, 
Correct, and punish men for good—but stay 
Thy rod, the precious soul m ght waste away. 


Behold ! my Son, all power to thee is givea, 
With all that U posses in earth or heaven ; 
Thou art my heuw—go do my blessed will, 
And what my law requires in man, fulfil. 


Gotake the bitier cup—mun's freedom free, 
Be for my wand'ring sheep the way to me, 
Gird on my might—my swore of truth employ 
Destroyers of the lower world destroy. 


To thee I give the charge of all that's mace, 
Restore all that have wander‘d from their head, 
Let not the wheels of nature cease to roll, 

Till in the centre every living soul. 


The Father spoke—ithe sun refulgent bright 
Sbove through thick vapours of eternal night ; 
St uck her dark portals open to the day, 

And endless burnings swept the chaff'a way. 


All that was satan finish'd—ad/ is new, 

And second Eden kindles tt. view— 

A world is free ; a conqueror now they own, 
And shouting, crowo him on the golden throne. 


No tongue is silent—ev‘ry creature sings ; 
Through vast immensity the echo rings, 
The King of Glory! all respond asone : 


Ihe King of Gioru ! rolls the triumph on ; ? 
‘Lis done in God, and must in mau be done. ) 


A learned clergyman in Maine, was late- 
ly accosted in the following manner by an 
illiterate clergyman who despised educa- 
tion. “ Sir, you have been to college, I 
presume ” © Yes sir,’ was the reply. — 
“Tam thankful, replied the former, that 
the Lord has opened my mouth to preach 
without any learning.” “ A similar event 
replied the latter, took place in Balaans 
time, but such things are of rare occurrence 
at the present day.” 


Mental pleasures never cloy; unlike 
those of the body, they are increased by 
repetition, approved by reflection, and 


strengthened by enjoyment. 
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